INTRODUCTORY

WHATEVER George Lansbury's reactions may IK*
in the company of statesmen, philosophers and
divines, there is no mistaking his feelings in thr
company of those whom he refers to as "the com nun *
people", For him "the common people11 are coal-
men, dustmen, porters, postmen, navvies, bricklayers,
clerks, sailors, soldiers, shopkeepers, grocers, engineers*
carmen, chauffeurs, the unemployed, and their wives*
Company directors, stockbrokers, statesmen, arch*
bishops, and experts in general may be common,
but they are not the common people.

If you saw George Lansbury in the tube or on a
bus, or just walking along the road one morning,
and felt inclined to talk, you would start right away
without bothering about an introduction. You
might open with "Hullo, George," and it's ten to
one his response would be "Hullo brother", how's
the war?" (quite irrevelant to any war in particular
yet subtly relevant to affairs in general). Or if It
suited your style (and it would if you were a politically
minded workman) you might venture: "How goes it,
George, you didn't half give old Churchill a caning
last night!"